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I would love to help the overseas teachers when they stay for one week in Shimane. I can speak
English a little, and I would learn about Hamada city before the teachers arrive. They cannot
speak Japanese, so first I would help them travel from their hotel to the
international meeting. I could help them take a taxi or bus, or show them the way to the meeting. I
could help them if they have any problems in their daily life. Second, they cannot read Japanese, so I
would help them read the menu in restaurants. I would also explain what the food was. I know that
some people cannot eat certain foods because of their beliefs, so I would be very careful about the
ingredients in the meals. Finally, I want to tell them about Japan and I want to hear about their

countries. In conclusion, I would like to support the overseas teachers when they visit Japan. (159)
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I think there are many skills we need to communicate with people from other countries. I think the
most important thing is knowledge about the other person’s culture. Even if we speak their
language, or if they speak our language, there can be communication problems, so we should try to
understand how people in other cultures live and think. Knowing another person’s culture is also a
way to show kindness to them. It shows that we think the communication is important because we
spend time preparing for a good relationship. Knowing their culture will also help us prepare for
conversation, which makes talking with others easier. For example, if someone from Korea says
something about kimchi, and I have a story about the first time I ate it, I think they will feel good
about our conversation. Speaking other languages is a useful skill, but knowing other cultures is

very important, too. (152)




