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The UN’s Handling of the “Korean Problem”
and the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula

L1 Qiang

Abstract

The United nations  participation played an important role in the creation, development,
and transformation process of the Korean Peninsula's Cold War. Since 1947, around the
formation of divided state, the Korean war and the legitimate struggle of the "“ONE
KOREA" was brought to the UN, and the local situation on the Korean Peninsula developed
in an even more complex way. The controversy between North and South over the
legitimacy met an end by simultaneous membership in the UN as “Korean Problem” in
1991. In the process, the North and South had a fierce diplomatic competition based on
“mutual disapproval’. Both governments hoped that would pave the way for peace and
unification. However, it has pushed the Peninsula to the “nuclear crisis” stage. The South
and North governments have different perceptions from the role of the UN, and the UN has
shown limitations to the resolution of the Korean issue.

Through explaining the transition of the “Korean Problem” in the UN, this paper aims
to find limits of the UN in dealing with the “Korean Problem” during the Cold War and
tries to explain why the Cold War of the Korean Peninsula has not ended yet from the UN
aspect. Furthermore, this paper also tries to address how the North-South controversy was
developed after joining the UN, the discordance between the expectations in the North and

South for the UN, and the actions taken for issues regarding the South and North Korea.

Keywords: The Korean Problem, The United Nations, Korean Peninsula’'s Cold War,
North and South Korea

_93_








